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These northern
lights are

all that is

left of the

old people...
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HAVE SEEN
THESE...

lights shone
FLOWERS w‘ for nothing
ARE NICE, but the sake
| of shining.




4

MANY OF THE
OLD STREET
LIGHTS ARE
STILL THERE.

Where there had
been only trees, or
streetlights poking
above the sea,
there was light.

The streetlights
shone without any
practical purpose.

THE LAST
TIME YoU
WERE HERE,
SAW THE YOU FROB-
NIGHT LIT  ABLY...
UP LIKE
THIS.
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An odd As the sun sets...
anticipation
builds in

my chest...

| can't stop myself
from feeling excited...

ITS JUST EH HEH
A LITTLE
THE TENSE

FEELING. FOR SOME

REASON. a=c
WKl

Soon after the evening
It began, began to turn that shade

gradually. of deep blue which

reminds the people of
returning home...

T "L —- f—e sy
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AH, NO,
THIS |2 ONLY
MY SECOND
TIME HERE.

Hehehe...

SENSEI!

WHY ARE
YOU UP

N




Here it is!
Just as |
This is it. thought...
It feels
/X different,
* but...
e — |
—
- // W,
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It's a faded T We H:lf :his
memory now way that day,
ith v| ’ if | remember
e it correctly,

few clear
images, but...

towards the [
northern town... |
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| wonder if it's
as bright as
| remember...
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| just remembered!

My owner took
me there once,
just before leaving.

How could
| have
forgotten!
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While | stroked
Before | knew it, the body of the

camera | hardly
ever used...

the afternoon came.
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BUT DON'T T KNOW

SLILK YOLI WANTED

ABOUT [T/ TO INTRODLICE
ME TO

AYASE-SAN...

AN ek i
T |
<0 Al

T
il L. -1.hh .r!-

=0 WELL, YOU
=== DON'TNEED TO
% ——— RUBYOUR
BREASTS ON
ME QUITE THIS

= Story 21-End
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o — OKAY ; i
= < : gl THEN. THANK N k p

WELL...
I'M GLAD

I DECIDED
TO COME.




YOU

IT
APPEARS SEE--

ALMOST
TIMELESS.
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LIKE
SINCE IT THAT OF
WAS FOUND, A HUMAN
IT HASN'T CHILD.
MOVED... IT
SEEMS A LOT
LIKE A

.
-\. h :
N ' i
L \ A R
‘ | II.II
: LT i
WY

L R 'III k
X \ ‘ i I

AROLIND HERE,
THEY SAY THAT
IT'S KEEPING
WATCH ON
THE PECPLE OF
THIS LAND...
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It looked so
much like a
human...

And the face peered
out from tussled

hair as if it had just But the body

woken up into the was like a
bright light of day. mass of white
cotton...
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A BIT
TY.

L
APOLOGIZE
FOR EEING

RUS




NO, SENSEI
MADE US

LEAVE IT IN IN A
SHRINE?




I'M SORRY,
BUT T CAN'T

YOU CAN
FRAY FROM
HERE IF
YOU LIKE.

LET YOU
SEE IT...

‘l....“rl_.-...r...r.__. .l.-....r..rri..

....

I HAVE A
LETTER OF

INTRODUC-

...........
SLL S

REALLYY

Ii;;l"”'.ll /

RIGHT

IF YOU
KNOW HAT-

SUSENC-
SENSEL...

WAY.

THIS
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I'D LIKE TO
PRAY AT THE
WATER GOD.

T,

i




g

1..:. m
L
ﬁi‘n

I DON'T

THINK THEY'LL ARE
LET YOU SEE You
IT, THOUGH! NOW?

|
| i

Y
]

| even had
a letter of
introduction.

The "Water God" by
Minuma cove in the

Saitama prefecture...
| had been told to go
see it a long fime ago.
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| told Takahiro ‘

about meeting
Ayase-san, r

bufi".







There are
all kinds
of people.

v
a:(:;%
N

People who fly all the time.
People who walk all the time.
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UH,
THANK YOU
VERY

AH, JUST
HER PER-
SONALITY
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I THINK
IT'S CALLED

Tarpon?

YEAH
T WONPER

ITﬁEEE ARE PEOPLE

PROBABLY ON IT...

ARE...

L

: ||II. y _"'h

o

7




I'VE HEARD
THAT IT HAS
FPASSED
OVER HERE
BEFORE.
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YOU KNOW

1  ABouT
AIRPLANES?
i N -~ | )

THE ONES

THAT FLY
OVERHEAD
WITH A
Vrooom VROOOM
and AND A
wooosh? WOOOSH!

EECITN AT

N b

YEAH, WELL,
A REALLY
STRANGE
ONE WILL
BE COMING

IN
ABOUT TEN
MINUTES
I WOULD
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NOT
LEAVIN'?

= ’,ffﬂq.n.p‘.‘

T'LL 6TAY
UNTIL YOU

YEAH,
ITLL
BE HERE

YOU SAID
SOMETHING
EARLIER
ABOUT
WAITING
FOR SOME-
THING?




YOU AREN'T
CAUTIOUS N\ You
AT ALL, ARE X | CoULD STAY
\\ |/ OVERNIGHT

NAH... I'M

SURE WE'LL
BUMP INTO
EACH OTHER
AGAIN SOME
OTHER TIME.

NN
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LERE N NN ]

I'LL AsK
TAKAHIRO
AS WELL...
UHHH...

ITS ABIT S )!’*
FAR, BUT... (| 22

PLEASE DO
BE SURE TO

COME BY MY

YUP... NO
PLACE TO

I THINK
T'LL PASS
FOR

STAY, AND I
WON'T QUICKLY

FIND ANY

SHELTER OUT

LR N

NOW...

IF YOU WOULD

PREFER, THIS
DOES SEAT










M KNOWN
AS AYASE

If

WE HAD A
LITTLE RUN
MISAGO
LAST TIME...

IN WITH THE

ol
...... ﬂ"’.—fr F.
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T- TAKAHIRO?

E.'I.'J- R =

il

1 DO!
YOU DO
YEAH, WE oo
MET A
WHILE BACK.
HOW'S HE
BEEN?

ANRN

# l

.
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YEAH, BUT
I DON'T
&0 OUT

VERY MUCH.

=

T WENT
QUT ToDAY
BECAUSE
I HAVE
SOMETHING
TO DO...

EXCUSE

YOU'RE
FLINNY.




REALLY
GOOoD AT

THAT...

WHEN [T
DOES, IT'S
EYES ARE
PROTECTEV
BY SOME
GOGGLES.

IT ALSO
LIKES
TO LOOK
AROCLIND

ABOVE...

WITH A

TYPE OF

SKIN JUusT

LIKE WAX.







I- IT'S
AMAZING!
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WE MET
BEFORE?
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| saw an
unugual




The great
~——— crumbling |_

North... e

There, where
—~——1 the sea wind
breaks...







5 — Until we meet again...

T akatsu Kokone

WHAT A
VERY DEEP
THINKER...
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I'm really glad
| met you,
Alpha-san.

Am | over-
reacting?

| don't care!




Recently, I've found
that I'm becoming a
little more comfortable

| think I'm with this.

becoming
more relaxed
all round.




| think that's
interesting.

| now believe that
robotic behaviors
are just a part of
our personalities.

BUT, THERE

46



both better
than
what we

| should be.




It seems
I'm already
capable of
passing as
a human.

| didn't need the
ability to act like
a human, since you
allowed me to find
my own heart.

What happened
then was a

shock to me.




..Beginning
from the time
| first met you.

Before then, my
robotic qualities
were the more
noticeable ones...

| wanted to
~ know if |
could take
You on as a
model on
u how to live
t without
“ | being so
2 | "inhuman." fu







That single day
has become

very important
to me.







I'm sorry to
| just show
\ ‘f up the
\ fi| other day.
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But | can't
quite
remember
doing so.
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While the final
chord faded away,

hanging in the air...

| knew we were
breathing together;
ginging in unison...

It was a magical
moment...
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The music

Alpha-san was changed...

humming too...

] F, : F
%) V15 2 ';,':.'r" 4 ;,-'""

et e e 0 e et i
A o e _l.r: e
: =

The three blended Two voices sang
together, leaving all ~ with the Moon
other sounds to Harp...

drop away..




feelings became
That | was able
to hum along,
as if | knew the
song myself.

s0 wrapped up in
the strumming...

My




It sort of started

out |
ch

ike an old

And then

's song...

ildren

there was
an added
Latin feel
beneath it.
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Irst

f
ime | had seen

look like

is-lllli

It was the

t
her
th




I DON'T
UsuALLY
PLAY FOR

ANYONE

AT LEAST,
NOT

RECENTLY

23



I'VE MADE
THINGS OR

PICKED
THEM LIP,
SORT OF
HAPHAZ-
ARDLY...

= e Ve

She said it i e
belonged to eially taken
her owner... by this é
She called it musical ,,

ingtrument,

a Moon Harp.

Syt

AN

. an J.ht‘xﬂ‘ﬁhﬁ‘}hm
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I DON'T
KNOW WHY, i
BUT AS o
CAN REMEM- FISH, DON'T |
BER... You?z Aig
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Alpha-san's
room was exactly
like | had
thought it

would be.







And suddenly,
it's a busy day...
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é

I'D LIKE TO
LEARN HOW
TO MAKE
COFFEE...

'H.,—J—-.H

OKAY, BUT
I'VE NEVER
TAUGHT
ANYONE
BEFORE...

A\




IT JusT
SUDDENLY

FEELS LIKE
A REAL

..........
...............
e o

|14



ER...
IS THERE
ANYTHING

I CAN HELF

YOU WITH?

BUTIT
WOULD CALM

MY NERVES

You
COULD BE
SORT OF A

TEMPORARY
STAFF

MEMBER

WOoULD
YOU LIKE AN
APRON?




E‘REH- 'Dl:"'
YOU KNOW

ANY GOOU
PLACES
TO STAY

BUTT
WOLILDN'T
WANT
T0...

SPENUING
THE

12



IT SORT OF
FEELS NICE,
ACTUALLY

2

<

LET'S &GO
SOMEWHERE
THIS TIME!
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IT HAS "";‘é’#"
THAT

LSED
EFFECT  HoEL
ON ME '
T00.

WHEN YOU
TURN
IT ON...




IT'S AN
ELECTRIC...




YOU DIDN'T
WALK HERE
Aﬁ-ﬂlun
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I BOUGHT

MYSELF A

SCOOTER
SINCE




WOW....
THANKS FOR
COMING!

I WASN'T
EXPECTING

T NEVER

SEE THE A LETTER

MAIL CAR ABOUT
THESE 10 DAYS
pAYS...
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WOWIEEE
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Maybe | should |
head on over X
to Yokohama

again...
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