





Evening.
Karinto™
and fea.
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It took me
years before T
could do as well

as ya just did.




Kamas's path
traces a perfect
arc through the air.

Makki's eyes read
the direction of
flight perfectly.
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Ya want
to try this
time?
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Its partner Kamas follows
looks ahead its partner's
and plots the line of vision
course to fly and hand

in his head. gestures.

That's odd...
Kamas looks
of f-course.




Since Kamas's
mood had
tten better,

I let Makki

see him fly.
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Southern Flyer Kamas
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Matsukil
It means

“full moon".
Everyone
calls me.
Makki.

What's
yer name?

.50y, Ayase.
The Misago...

1s she
arobot?

She's too old.
She was around
decades befare
robots were.




do T look?

Eleven,

another
Justa chance...
little bit

too late...




IfI
stand
like this,

....huh?
“Like this".

I look

Ya've seen | like her?

her too?

Itwasa
long fime



How's Takahiro
doin’?

He's working
today.

Say,
Ayase. Huh.
He's that
old now?

You thought
T was the Misago
Mmm.... before, didn't
yeah, for
a second...
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Ahhhh,
ya gave me

T haven't a shock!
been that
surprised

in years.

You're

Ayase,
You're the ri";:f;
Misago-nut
who likes
fish, aren't
you?
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Thank [
you very |-

much!
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I bought some
this morning at
the fishing supply.
I try breaking it
up and pouring
syrup on it.




It's not much In addition to tea,

of a menu T have some pickled
for a “Café". { cucumbersand
some tomatoes.

T've also got
one can of
beer, but I'm

net bringing
it out.




I figured
I'd have as

A number of
people passed
by, however,
on their way
fishing, or just
out for a walk
Quite a few
stop by.

It's just resting
against the roof,
but it makes it
feel as though
I'm inside a cave.

still, it keeps
the place caol

I've prepared
barley tea,
dokudami tea,
and a few
coffee beans.













All of a sudden,
it's summer.
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The instant I light it,
five or six take flight.

-

At the same time,

I'm overcome by a

sudden feeling of
loneliness.
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It's not very
nice to the bugs,
but T light the
year's first
insect repellent
incense
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A mosquite buzzes around me.

Tt lands on my arm.

And then.

Looking slightly troubled...

It flies away again




There usually
aren’t very many
bugs this close
to the ocean, but
tonight they're
out in force
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As the rain lets up,
bit by bit I can see the
surrounding trees.

Although it's still light,
two streetlights have
turned on.

I think the rain will
be over by evening.
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surrounding [T
scerery [\

seems oddly ||
yellow.




It's not like any customers are going to come.
And I'm not really ready to open the shop.

So there isn't really any reason for me
to stay out here all day.

Ry TR, R
Mg s i 2t

But I've spent even more
time out here than I do
when the weather is good.
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The rain
is pouring
down.

still, as long
as the wind
doesn't pick
up, I can
stay here
without
getting wet.




It started
raining the
night T put
the awning
up, and has
continued
for the last
five days.

However,
after half
aday, I
got used
toit.

By bothered me, |

The rain
patters
busily on
the thin

At first,
the racket

although
there was
nothing to
be done
about it.




T got a hold of some corrugated sheeting, so T built an awning.

The sheeting’s synthetic resin is a translucent milky color.
When I look through it from below, an orange ring of
light surrounds the sun.
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Kokone?




Well,
just leave
the bikes

by each
other.

Come
oninl
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'T'm sorry
I fell asleep!
You should have
woken me up.
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We were
made from
sounds and
scents...
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Hachi jou susuki,
tobera...
I've never heard
the names of
these plants
before.

Their scent
fills the air.
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really high
enough to call
it a mountain,
but this is the
highest point
around here.

I love
high places.

T come
here to think,
or to not think....
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Tt feels as though a part of my being
which I have never used before
has suddenly cpened.




The light
and smell,
the patterns
of color, all
rush upon

the road.

Although this
loaks like a
lake, this is

the sea, which
has followed
the twisting
valleys to

come here.

Here within
the mountains
lies a strange,

still, blue
body of water.




The tunnel-like
valley we have been
following suddenly

transforms into

aridge.

The roads Alpha
chooses to follow
wander up and
down, left and
right, undulating §
like waves on
the ocean




I can see why
Alpha called my
home country of
Musashino "flat”.



I haven't
ridden with
Alpha since
the time she
saw me to the
Asahina Pass.

Noon, heading
south ona

sand-covered
seaside road.
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Elevation: 70m
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they've been
on my mind.

Hmm...
I didn't

think there T've been

were any looking for
more of these a way to
records. listen to

[ That's

I haven't
listened to
this one in

decades..

It never
made any
sense to me.

But listening
to it now, T
think it's fine
Just as it is.







The air fills with sound.
Is this music?

Tt feels a bit different.

Sweet. Bitter. A cool feeling in my nose...
The feel of dried twigs breaking under me.

Ah..yes.
This.

This resembles  _—"
the landscape
T know.







Tt doesn't

really sound
like much when
you just listen
to it, though.

Sounds and
rythms like
these were
collected...

Want to
hear it?




It's arecord.
But this might
be one of your
ancestors.
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I can see
how hard it
must have
been for all

of you to
become as

sensitive

as you have.

I only
know about
the A7s.




There's still
alittle time
before Alpha
will be here.

Somehow,
it feels that

anything
about them,
either.

about...um.

to those

...um, Sensei,

I've wonder

what happened

before the

But....
I don't think
it's a happy
story.

I'm certain there are
records somewhere.
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all the infarmation clothes.
I had accumulated
until now seemed

meaningless.

How she loved
As I listened to the color blue.
Sensei's warm voice, How she hated

How she told her first

*okz, when she still
could hardly blink an eye.

I learned another
robot was living
near here.

That was the Alpha

Eventually,
she was
taken away

And then,

avery
long time
later...




Sensei told me about
Alpha and my "sister”.

How she had been brought here.

How she lived here for a while.







She was also
named “Alpha”.
And she had my

family name...

Koumiishi
Alpha.




J Shehad
reddish-brown
hair and eyes.
That's right...

And she looked

Jjust alittle older

than all the

rest of you.

Yes, that

was her designation. The ATML.....!

The phantom.....

.....oh, so she's
a "phantom” now?
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It's not something
she's ever seemed very
interested in.

Don't you think?

Yes.....that's right.

When I ur'riyed, | 1 was there for
your eldest sister just a little while,
was already there. : at your beginning.




You know a lot...
about us...

That is...about the
"Alpha type”.

T know that T'm
asking you very
suddenly, but T

was wondering if

you cauld tell me
something about
what you know...

You're very
interested in
that, aren't
you, Kokone?

Alpha told
me that.




_.Sensei,
you..um...

Alpha told
me a while




I don't know if
you can call it much
of a hospital. I can't

manage much more
than first aid these
days.

| [a while since
| [ Tve smelled

Yes, well,
I guess there
was that.

But Alpha said
you performed a
really complex
operation on
here here.....

come on in,
come on in.



My place
is about as

| busy as
"\ Café Alpha.

T've got
plenty of

tea, too.




Why don't
you come wait
at my place?

It's right by here.
If you leave your
bike at the gate,

Alpha will know
you're there.

Oh, that's
no problem

Idon't
want to bather
you at work.




Alpha wanted
to go for aride
somewhere.

And there's no point
in going all the way to
her house and heading

f right out again.

I'ma Oh...
She still
bit early. Fasiro
hours.

It's not
like her to
be late.




N..nice
to meet

And somehow
you seemed just
like Alpha always

describes you.

I thought
that's who
you were.

I never
see young
women around







“ i
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Bit by bit, the last year
recedes into the past.

For the first time
since I was born,
Ifeelasif I've
grown a year older.
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The sun hardly
seems fo move

It's still
Just noon.

Ahhh...

T haven't walked even
a single kilometer today.







Ah, it's fine.

Well, it hurts
a bit, but

somethin’
always hurts. / -




The kid says
he wants ta work
with engines now.




Tt looks like it's going
to be a looong time

before I can rebuild

the shop.

Well, ya
can take
yer time.

A loooooong time.

It's not
like it has
to be exactly
like it was

Ya can always
use yer own
kitchen for




So, did
ya manage
to earn

anything?

Earnings...

Well, T
worked at a lot
of places.




I had planned
on going further,
though.

end,
Just didn't
have enough

staying too
long.

I wanted to
see the places
where the water
and gas bills
go to...







How was it?

Travelling...
loaking areund.

When I left...
I thought I knew all
about the countries
around here.




Qjisan told me about
everything that
happened while

I was away.

How Kokaone came
four times.

How he hurt his leg and
couldn't walk for a while.

Life kept
going while

T was gone.
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Yer back safely.
That's all that
matters.

Here's the
key ya left
with me.




It's so
good to
see you
againlll
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I can at least put
this guy back up.




== For the
moment..
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The bed
melts into
the earth.

BI19EE=HR LFEV  Chapter 79: End



It feels as if T haven't
slept in a year.

I melt into the bed.

41












Heat it until just before it|
boils, then dilute it with
water...

Bit by bit, T remember
where things are.

* Closer to sap than syrup, I think. -D






Tt looks like Kakone
came at least twice.










I'm still not used fo
the sight of the house
without the shop.




The sun has already
sunk below the horizon.

31



T've taken my time
on the way home.













Hmmm....
I think that
T'll walk today,

though.

Sorry.
You can drive
me next time.




" Well.

| Twant to get
home before the

I have to
get your
bike back

That's
Oh, any right.

time is fine.

T took the

car today.

Want a ride?







and squeaking
the next.

For a while, I'd be
talking one second

It was really
weird at first.

Yknow...

I don't
think I'm
your big
sister any




Yes,

b
it does. Tt feels

like it was
longer.

Yes,
it dees.

it feels like
we were talking
Just a couple
days ago.

Your voice
has changed,
hasn't it?

Seems like it.
Somehow




You've...

You've grown
even more.
You surpised










Amnzmg .

get you
Want  achair.

somet
to dr

hing
ink?

'
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Welcome
back.

T'm splitting
(the work with
Granddad |

We're selling
| more daikon

than gas now.

|

Sign: DAIKON (radishes), kamne,l gasoline.



Awwww...
You caught me.
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The scent of home,
which I forgot
in the mountains.




The smell of
cast-up
seaweed and
rusty iron..

Salt-spotted
boards.
Pine trees.
Mirneral oil.










N

The fossils of past

roads mount higher

and higher, fleeing
the rising waves.
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